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On Repairing Tradition

One of my enjoyable discoveries of lockdown was watching the Repair Shop – I delight in the skill and expertise of 

the crafts people, even when it’s something that I can’t imagine I would have ever valued or kept; for me that’s often 

the ceramics, although I have a treasured china piggy bank with dark glue cracks from an earlier repair. Yet even 

when it’s something I know I wouldn’t have kept and treasured, especially not once it was broken there is delight in 

watching the repair and renewal alongside the story of why this item matters to this person or that family. 

There is both careful and adept restoration and there is also, it seems to me value added in having the gifts of the 

crafts person involved in the repair – to know this now includes the gifts of a Will, a Stephen or a Kirsten in its 

renewal.

At its best this is what we do to tradition – when we discover that an aspect of it is broken we repair it in a way that is 

honest in maintaining the patina of time and the story of connection and also acknowledges that sometimes things are 

broken beyond repair and if they are to function they have to be taken apart and completely new items grafted in if 

they are to function. 

This is how I understand the Church of England’s desire to acknowledge the injustice and brokenness of the history 

of objects within our buildings that were created on racist foundations – if we are honest about the realities of our 

failures, we are not denying the past but enabling either restoration or completely new beauties to become part of our 

tradition. 

This may also be true for us about how we manage to hold together the challenges that can arise even from a shared 

experience like the pandemic – there will be both good things experienced and deep and painful loss – as we look 

back and see what was broken we can find opportunities to repair and restore that weave together the golden strands 

of gratitude with space for the  warping threads of loss into a tapestry of gathered community strength. 



News from St Giles' Church
:

Church Service Other services etc

6th June

Trinity 1

Bradenstoke

Communion – 9.00am

Clyffe Pypard

Communion - 10.30am

Lyneham

All-Age Service - 10.30am

13th June

Trinity 2

Lyneham

Communion - 10.30am

Tockenham

Communion - 10.30am

Hilmarton

Evening Worship - 6pm

20th June

Trinity 3

Hilmarton

Communion - 10.30am

Lyneham

Communion - 10.30am

Tockenham

Evening Worship - 6pm

27th June

St Peter

Clyffe Pypard

Patronal Festival

Communion - 10.30am



News from St Giles’ Church

All the services are of course subject to any government regulations 

and the health/availability of the clergybut at the moment this is what 

we are planning for Tockenham services in June:

13th June Communion at 10.30am

20th June Evening Worship at 6pm

There will be plenty of other serivcesa round the benefice, but details 

are not known as yet. We will send them round by email once we know, 

or to keep up to date with service times etc please sign up to the 

benefice mailing list by contacting Elaine Leighton on 

beneficeofwoodhill@yahoo.co.uk

5th -13th June 2021

Churches count on nature

It is thought that church land, often uniquely unploughed and

undeveloped, could be a habitat for precious or endangered plants and

a haven for wildlife. Whether you are a nature expert or not, do

consider spending time in the churchyard during this week observing

and noting the plants and wildlife that you spot.

Our records will then be co-ordinated and sent in to the national

Church of England count as well as shared locally. For more

information follow this link: https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/get-

involved/expression-of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-

2021/churches-count-on-nature-

faqs/?mc_cid=47940097cc&mc_eid=98accbaeff

At the start of the week recording sheets will be available in the

churchyard. In the meantime why not dig out your identification books

or investigate apps ready to get started and enjoy a quiet 30 minutes in

commune with nature and the peace of the churchyard.

As you know we can't have the summer fair this year, but 

look out for the various fundraising and social activities to 

suuport the church and the village, and to enable us to be 

together again. We have already had the Children's Society 

event and now look forward to: Saturday 14th August

Cream Tea afternoon/raffle.

All proceeds to the church.

More details to follow.

As people can now meet indoors, Revd Karen has stopped 

doing her Zoom cuppa and chat on Tuesday afternoons. 

Thank you Karen - they have been fun!

The church is still being opened on Wednesdays for private 

prayer and to receive donations for the Swindon Food 

Collective.

If you wish to contact the Rector Revd Rachma Abbott by 

phone or email if you wish to d so: 

reverendrachma@gmail.com phone number 01793 731134.

mailto:beneficeofwoodhill@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/get-involved/expression-of-interest-in-churches-count-on-nature-2021/churches-count-on-nature-faqs/?mc_cid=47940097cc&mc_eid=98accbaeff
mailto:reverendrachma@gmail.com


Message from Andrew Burke -

Dear All

With the continued COVID-19 uncertainties, it is with saddened hearts that the Tockenham Village Fair Committee has 

decided not to go ahead with the fair this year (provisional date was 19th June 2021)

Instead we will be holding a series of local events in support of our nominated charity Brighter Futures (GWH Trust).

A sponsored walk in July 2021 based on the format of the successful event in 2019. Depending on any restrictions 

imposed by the regulations around Covid-19.

A Quiz Night in June. Where participants pay £1 for the question paper and there is a money prize for the winner.

A Sunflower Growing Competition open to everyone and it will cover all areas of the village. There will be prizes for the 

best Sunflowers (children and adults). Seeds available from Julie Marshall at £1 a packet.

A Cream Teas ‘Takeaway Service' in August on the Village Green

Defibrillator Awareness Training course in October/November 2021 with funding from the Village Fair.

Watch out here for more details

Andrew Burke - Chair and Treasurer of the Tockenham Village Fair Committee

Email: andrew@burke.uk.com | Mob: +44 7710 324 485

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1010116
mailto:andrew@burke.uk.com
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Dates of Meetings

All Meetings will be held in the Village Hall, Tockenham at 7.30pm unless otherwise notified.    

7 July 2021              Full Council Meeting

8 September 2021   Full Council Meeting

17 November 2021  Full Council Meeting

12 January 2022      Full Council Meeting

16 March 2022         Full Council Meeting

Official confirmation of meetings will be posted on the Parish Notice Boards and website at least three 

clear days before the meeting.

The  minutes of the last parish council meeting are on an attatchment   sent with the newsletter.


