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November 2020 Introductions and Remembering – Revd. Karen Rizzello

Dear Reader, 

Can I begin this newsletter by introducing myself? My name is Reverend Karen Rizzello and I am the new Associate 

Priest for the Lyneham and Woodhill benefice. I am also lucky enough to be living at the vicarage in Lyneham which 

gives me a wonderful opportunity to meet you as neighbours. 

I served my curacy in the Whitton Benefice, which is in the neighbouring Marlborough Deanery, and I was trained 

for ministry at Sarum College in Salisbury.  Whitton is a rural Benefice with 6 churches including the villages of 

Aldbourne, Axford, Baydon, Chilton Foliat, Froxfield and Ramsbury.  

Although I moved into the Lyneham vicarage at the end of July I haven’t been out very much.  I have been 

recovering from some planned surgery to the hip which unfortunately was affected by medical complications from 

other issues making me vulnerable during the Covid19 epidemic and keeping me out of circulation for a lot longer 

than expected.   

As I am writing this letter in early October I am expecting to have returned to public ministry by mid-October.  I will 

be gradually increasing my hours to my usual part-time commitment of Sunday and two other days each week. 

In these times of Covid19 it is hard to predict how November will be for all of us.  The government is telling us we are 

entering a second spike and so we can expect that our All Souls and Remembrance services will be different to those 

of previous years. But be reassured, we will remember and mark these important dates in some way. 

I cannot help reflecting on this year and our need for remembrance as individuals and families. We will remember in 

the context of our war heroes but also for all those we have lost over the past year and in previous years to Covid19 

and other illnesses. For those who have been unable to be with their dying friend or relative this time will be 

particularly challenging. In lockdown we have all been dealing with the pain of separation and isolation as 

individuals and as a community. 

But take heart.  Things will get better; we will get through this time of trial.  We will find a vaccination for Covid19.  

We will come out of lockdown. Spring will follow Winter and the Sun will shine again. 

I take comfort from the book of Isaiah; we are assured of God’s tender love and faithfulness, ‘He will tend his flock 

like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are 

with young.’ (Is.40v11).

God Bless, Revd. Karen 



News from St Giles
Please remember that both our ministers, Rachma and 

Karen, and also some of the church members in the 

village, are praying for everyone. If you have any 

particular prayer requests please let Rachma know (see 

below for email and phone contact) or Mandy 

(mandy.cook@talktalk.net) or Ken and Pauline Arnold on 

01793 854157. 

If you wish to contact our Rector by phone or email please 

do so - reverendrachma@gmail.com phone number 01793 

731134.

We held a much-delayed Annual Church Meeting in 

September; Mike Cook was elected churchwarden, and 

the other PCC members remain the same - Sara and 

Robert Cutler, Ernestine Sizeland, Tom Horwitz and 

Pauline Arnold together with our ministers. Mandy Cook 

is entering her second year of training, mainly by distance 

learning, at Sarum College for what we call 'lay ministry' 

ie at the end she will be licensed to lead services and work 

in various roles across our group of churches. If you wish 

to contact our Rector by phone or email please do so -

reverendrachma@gmail.com phone number 01793 

731134.
•

Thank you so much to everyone for the generous gifts for the 

Swindon Food Collective. It was good to see so many people at our 

Harvest Thanksgiving, and I think we all agreed that the formula of 

meeting outside where we could have up to 30 people worked very 

well.

We live in uncertain times, but the following plans are within the 

regulations in force when this is being written in mid-October.

We are going to keep the church open for private prayer each 

Wednesday even after the clocks change. It is now 11am to 4pm, 

and please pop in any time between these hours for a time of quiet 

refelction and prayer. Everything you need for track and trace 

recording and for sanitisation is provided.

Remembrance Sunday is 8 November and once again we are going 

to have an outdoor service - 10.45am at the war memorial at 

Tockenham Corner. 

As there wasn't an opportunity to sell jams, jellies and chutneys at 

the harvest supper as normally would happen, Pauline Arnold is 

offering them for a donation in aid of church funds. Please let 

Pauline know (pkarnold@btinternet.com) or ring 01793 854157 if 

you would like some.

There is likely to be one 'live' service within our group of 6 

churches, and one streamed service, each week. To catch up with 

news of what, where and when please sign up to the benefice 

mailing list by contacting Elaine Leighton our administrator, at 

beneficeofwoodhill@yahoo.co.uk to have your name added to the 

circulation list for details, and Elaine sends out the link to that 

day's service

.
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Remembrance Sunday

Our Remembrance service will take place 

this year at the War Memorial at 10.45 on 

Sunday 8th November. Unfortunately due to 

Covid restrictions we will not be able to serve 

refreshments this year.

Dear Villagers, we hope this finds you all well. We wanted to 

let you know that in September we were able to make 

donations of £130.50p to St. Giles Church, £130.50p to 

Tockenham Village Hall and £94 to our nominated 

charity Brighter Futures (GWH Trust).

We had received some very kind advertiser donations in 

early 2020 and from these funds we were able to send the 

above fair distributions.

The Village Fair Committee have set a date of the 19th of 

June 2021 to hold our next Village Fair, but this will depend 

on the Government restrictions at that time. We would be 

very grateful if you can hold the date for us in your 2021 

diaries as we will need all your help and support should we 

be able to proceed.

We will send out further updates in early 2021 as we start to 

prepare for our 82nd Tockenham Village Fair.

With best wishes to all,

Andrew Burke - Chair and Treasurer of the Tockenham 

Village Fair Committee 2020

Email: andrew@burke.uk.com | Mob: +44 7710 324 485 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1010116
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TOCKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Cllr D Kirby (Chairman)

22 West Tockenham

Tockenham ,

Swindon ,

TEL: 01793 853861

Email: DKirby@Tockehamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr G Cowling (Vice Chairman)

Trelawny

Tockenham Corner 

Swindon,

Tel: 01793 852756

Email:   GCowling@Tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr S Still

Hill View Cottage 

38 West Tockenham

Swindon

TEL: 01793 852082

Email: SStill@Tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr T Madgwick

34 Greenway

Tockenham

Swindon

TEL: 07899 665506

Email:tmadgwick@tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr A Carpenter

Barton cottage

34-35 West Tockenham

Tockenha

Swindon

TEL: 07855 321722

Email: acarpenter@tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Diane Zeitzen (Clerk)

155 Quemerford

Calne

SN11 8JX

Tel 07828 630764

Email: clerk@tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

The next Parish Council Meeting is due to take place on Wednesday  3rd

November 2020 at 7pm this will take place via Zoom due to the situation with 

coronavirus. If you would like to attend please contact the clerk via email. Any 

questions for the meeting please submit to the clerk before the 

meeting. clerk@tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
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