
Tockenham
parish magazine

September    2020



On Setting Prisoners Free

All good leaders have a clear and memorable manifesto for action. One of my favourite leadership announcements includes the 

promise of good news for the poor and the proclamation of liberty to captives and is sometimes known as the Nazareth 

Manifesto.*

Through a long and strange spring and summer, we’ve moved past the beginning of harvest season and the first mists of 

autumn are upon us. As the season of shortening days and mellow fruitfulness arrives, I find myself reflecting on that Nazareth 

Manifesto promise to set prisoners free. 

What does it feel like to be given freedom after a period of captivity or a time of imprisonment?

This year, most, maybe all of us, will have had some experience of constraints on our freedom and for those of us who were 

shielding from the beginning this will have been several months of rigorous containment at home. 

As some freedoms were returned to us the word lockdown kept being used. For freedoms had been set aside in order to show 

our care and commitment to the health and wellbeing of all.  After all, if lockdown was now easing, then we had been locked in 

even if with our own consent. 

Now we were being released surely all would be delighted.  There are many bible stories of God’s people moving from slavery 

to freedom; among them  Moses leading the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt or the return from years of captivity in 

Babylon. In both cases the people’s response is complex – grumbling about the leadership;  nostalgia for the cucumbers and 

melons of Egypt or the weariness of having to take up the hard task of rebuilding not simply the Temple, but also  the 

community after the Exile.   

In many ways it seemed easier at first. I knew where I was and tried to adapt to the loss of freedoms; This time of easing  has 

not been easy. It seems that I may  not be alone. 

As I can stretch my limbs again beyond the confines of my home and garden (not forgetting the privilege of having both of 

those) and as my husband and I have a few precious days without the responsibility and care for an elderly relative I need to

remember that I can choose to  use my freedoms and responsibility kindly as well as wisely. 

I can use this experience to imagine why  release from imprisonment might feel threatening or frightening; to understand that

the surprising sharpness from friends might reflect fear that all is not yet safe;  that there is  sadness at the loss of planned 

activity;  that grief for the loss  loved ones may have intensified in isolation; that for many who live with the ongoing lockdown  

of illness or disability face these challenges for many months or years longer than I have been constrained by a virus.  I can 

choose to use my freedom to remember those who return to a future forever changed by the loss of employment or the 

disabling aftermath of disease or to write another letter to argue for the freedom of those who are imprisoned and for whom the 

promise of being set free has not yet been made a reality.  May you too find time and space to adjust to the freedoms of the 

‘new normal’ and patience to endure the continued restrictions of your daily life.

*Luke 4:1-15 quoting Isaiah 61.                                                                                                 



News from St Giles

The church is sending out a Sunday service over the internet 

each week, led by Rachma, Karen or another one of the 

members. If you want to have the link to this and to other 

documents, and news items from the church, please contact 

Elaine Leighton, our administrator, at 

beneficeofwoodhill@yahoo.co.uk to have your name added to 

the circulation list, and Elaine sends out the link to that day's 

service. 

We are very aware that we are coming up to a time for 

several major festivals; we hope we'll be able to mark them in 

an appropriate way so watch this space!

Please remember that both our ministers, Rachma and 

Karen, and also some of the church members in the village, 

are praying for everyone. If you have any particular prayer 

requests please let Rachma know (see below for email and 

phone contact) or Mandy (see above) or Ken and Pauline 

Arnold on 01793 854157. Revd Karen Rizello is still 

recuperating from hip surgery. Get well soon Karen! 

If you wish to contact our Rector by phone or email please do 

so - reverendrachma@gmail.com ; phone number 01793 

731134.
•

At long last we are just starting to be able to open our 

church buildings and gather together in a suitably safe 

and socially-distanced way.

St Giles' church building is open for private prayer. You 

are all welcome to come into the church again, on a 

Wednesday afternoon at any time between 4pm and 6pm, 

for private prayer and reflection. Please observe the 

precautions, which are clearly displayed in the building, 

and of course don't forget to bring your mask.

On most Sundays there will be one service in one of our 

group of churches. As soon as the arrangements are in 

place we'll let you know via the village email and on the 

Tockenham website calendar. We have already had one 

service here and expect there will be a St Giles' Day 

service here on the last Sunday in August. No singing of 

course, and we need to wear our masks.

The churchyard remains open for you to spend a time of 

peace and reflection should you wish to do so; the only 

request is that you follow any social distancing 

regulations.

Three of us have set up a Zoom group which meets every 

Wednesday for 30 minutes at 9.30 am, to come together 

for an informal time of prayer. We usually start with some 

quiet music and then take turns to pray using informal 

words that come to us from our hearts in the moment, 

finishing with the Lords Prayer. If you would like to join 

us please email Mandy Cook: mandy.cook@talktalk.net

mailto:beneficeofwoodhill@yahoo.co.uk
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Hi All

Just a word of thanks to a few of our residents for 

their work in the community:-

To Kevin Woolnough, with support from Geoff 

Cowling, for taking down and repainting the 

flagpole in the Park. It now looks much brighter! 

Kevin is also the one who flies the flag on special 

occasions.

To Kris Dickens for fastening the lovely new bench 

in the Park. This, of course, is the memorial bench 

for Dave Bird, so do think of him when you sit 

there. It really does look good.

To Kris Dickens and Jane Hill for sanitising the Hall 

in readiness for last Saturday's opening. Not 

forgetting John Gough for organising all the 

signage, hand gel etc. The bar will continue to open 

every Saturday from 8 pm to 10 pm - so thanks also 

to the volunteers for running the bar.

Tockenham is such a friendly place to live!

Kind regards

Diana

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE

Although Not a lot to report we would like to offer a big 

thank you to everyone

who helped with and came along to the reopening of the 

village hall bar on Saturday evenings. Despite the Covid 

arrangements we had a great evening

catching up with friends and neighbours. 

Great to see you all again 

Going forward - the Saturday bar will be open 8-10 pm 

Please come along and have a drink or two on your doorstep 

with friendsand neighbours.

Reminder please use the rear entrance, closest to the church, 

where we have set up the hand sanitising station and the 

track and trace booklet.

Hopefully, as soon as restrictions are relaxed, we will be able 

to open up

for other hall activities e.g Pilates or coffee mornings

Stay safe 

John Gough

Chair of Tockenham Village Hall Committee



. GIGACLEAR UPDATE

Firstly, thank you for your co-operation and patience during the recent Gigaclear works.

It has been quite disruptive at times - but, on the whole, the workers have been amenable

and did a tidy job.

However, if anybody does have reason to complain, please contact Network Build Care on

networkbuildcare@gigaclear.com or ring 01865 591 137.

After several queries from residents, I asked Gigaclear for details of availability and cost.

I have been advised that it is likely to be October/November before live connections are

available - and packages will range from £39 per month for Superfast 30 to £79 per month

for Hyperfast 900.

However, their advice to be kept informed is as follows -

"The best way for residents to know when their connection is deemed

'ready' would be to register on our website, this way they will receive

an email or phone call from Sales letting them know the day their

connection is deemed ready. The link is here and you can use the

postcode checker to register https://www.gigaclear.com/ "

You can also use the following link to check out prices - including any deals -

https://www.gigaclear.com/home-broadband.

I hope this information proves useful.

Diana Kirby

https://www.gigaclear.com/
https://www.gigaclear.com/home-broadband.


We are holding our long-delayed annual meeting of 

parishioners and 

members of the church electoral roll next Monday 7 

September in 7pm in 

the church. The reports of the church activities and the 

annual accounts 

for 2019 were circulated early this year, but if you are 

thinking of 

coming and would like another copy together with the 

agenda please ask 

Ernestine els.sizela@gmail.com It would also help us to 

know how many 

are coming so please let Ernestine know if you plan to 

come. As well as 

the annual reports, please don't forget to wear a mask 

inside the church.

Best wishes

Pauline Arnold

David Bird

We would like to thank everyone who stood outside for Dave’s 

funeral and for all the lovely cards and very kind messages, help and 

support. It was very much appreciated. 

Thank you so much, 

Wendy, Eleanor and Dominic 

Hi All

Sorry for the delay - but here are the equal winners of the competition 

-

Valerie Lowes at No 1 West Tockenham for such a pretty frontage -

with special mention for the "window-boxes".

> Tracey Canter at 31 West Tockenham for a lovely and different 

display of pots.

> Jane Moore at the Tangle for the general display at the front of the 

house - but with special mention for the bicycle and the pots of deep 

red geraniums.

These ladies all won a Garden Gift Voucher, kindly donated by the 

Parish Council.

But Julie would also like the following displays to be mentioned "in 

dispatches" -

> Jane and Kris's very pretty frontage

> The long basket display on the gate at Forge Cottages, Tockenham 

Corner

> The lovely display outside of Homefield (very pretty along the fence)

> And everyone who made the effort to show flowers in some way or 

other outside of their homes - all helping to make Tockenham look so 

bright and cheerful at this difficult time.

We do hope that you will all participate next year - flowers really do 

brighten everyone's day - every day!

And one last mention from me - thank you Julie for your enthusiasm 

in keeping this competition going this year - and, of course for giving 

of your time.

Kind regards

Diana

mailto:els.sizela@gmail.com


TOCKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Cllr D Kirby (Chairman)

22 West Tockenham

Tockenham ,

Swindon ,

TEL: 01793 853861

Email: DKirby@Tockehamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr G Cowling (Vice Chairman)

Trelawny

Tockenham Corner 

Swindon,

Tel: 01793 852756

Email:   GCowling@Tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr S Still

Hill View Cottage 

38 West Tockenham

Swindon

TEL: 01793 852082

Email: SStill@Tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr T Madgwick

34 Greenway

Tockenham

Swindon

TEL: 07899 665506

Email:tmadgwick@tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr A Carpenter

Barton cottage

34-35 West Tockenham

Tockenha

Swindon

TEL: 07855 321722

Email: acarpenter@tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Diane Zeitzen (Clerk)

155 Quemerford

Calne

SN11 8JX

Tel 07828 630764

Email: clerk@tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

The next Parish Council Meeting is due to take place on Wednesday 

12nd September 2020 at 7pm this will take place via Zoom due to the 

situation with coronavirus. If you would like to attend please contact 

the clerk via email. Any questions for the meeting please submit to 

the clerk before the meeting. clerk@tockenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
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