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REFLECTIONS ON 2021 – Revd. Karen Rizzello 

Dear Reader, 

I write this in advent, looking forward to Christmas and the New Year.  

I think the question on a lot of people’s minds is – where did 2021 go?  I think it’s worth 
reflecting on that question.  What has this year meant for you and your family?   

Because the fact is that the years fly by and if we never pause and reflect we don’t really 
give ourselves the chance to appreciate the good things we need to be thankful for and the 
times when we have needed every piece of courage and fortitude to carry us through. 

My thoughts are particularly with those who have lost someone this year, who have been ill 
or those who are feeling very low.  It would be so easy to let the dark days of winter, 
Covid19 and these experiences affect our whole outlook.   

Take heart; remember that whatever you must face you are never alone.  God is always 
there with you.  Like the angels watching over the nativity, we are being watched over and 
loved by our heavenly father and the hosts of heaven in everything that we do and live 
through 

The birth of the Christ child is a great sign of hope for the world.  Each year we remember 
the story.  The young couple without a place to stay in Bethlehem. The kindness shown by a 
stranger, the Inn Keeper, who found them a warm and dry place in the Manger among the 
livestock.  There Jesus is born and the world lights up with the hope and joy this child brings 
into the world.  The shepherds watch in wonder and the angels sing, ‘Glory to God in the 
Highest, and peace to his people on earth’. 

I wish you every blessing this Christmas, with joy and good health in the New Year. 

God Bless, Revd. Karen 

Associate Priest 

Benefice of Lyneham and Woodhill 
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NEWS FROM ST GILES' CHURCH 

Christmas is coming! We are going to celebrate this as follows:- 
 

Come and sing carols to celebrate Tockenham’s 
1st Village Christmas tree! 
Friday 3rd December 6.30pm in the Park 

There will be mulled wine and other 
refreshments and the event will also include 

making Christingles (equipment provided) and donations will be 
given to the Children's Society. 
 

Sunday December 12th 

We will be having a service of Holy Communion on Sunday December 12th at 10.30am. in St 
Giles’s Church. All other services are in the following list so please feel very welcome at any 
of our linked churches for these. 

Christmas Eve 

Then it's time for our Candlelit Carol Service - as has become traditional for us, this will be 
on Christmas Eve and will be at 5pm in the church. We will have the wonderful Bible 
readings telling the Christmas story and will sing several of our favourite carols. 

If anyone would like the opportunity to Re-set, Re-align, Re-Ignite at the beginning of the 
New Year there will be a short, informal Candlelit Contemplation time in the church at 
4.00pm. This will be a chance to reflect on the old year and gently turn towards the New 
Year with freshness and energy accompanied by music, silence and prayer.  
 

 

The church continues to be open on Wednesdays for private prayer, and the 
box for the Swindon Food Collective will be available. 
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The full list of December services for our benefice is here, and we are all welcome at any of 
these. Naturally all events and services are subject to any Covid guidance in force at the 
time. 

 
 

Main Church Service(s) Other services etc 

   
1st Dec 

Wednesday 
Hilmarton 
Communion - 2pm 

 

5th December 

Advent 2 

Hilmarton  

Communion - 10.30am 

Lyneham  
Communion – 10.30 am  

Clyffe Pypard  

Carol Service - 5pm 

Bradenstoke  
Carols at the Abbey - 2pm (TBC) 

12th December 

Advent 3 

Broad Town  

Communion - 10.30am 

Tockenham  

Communion - 10.30am 

Lyneham  

Carol Service Time TBC – KR 

Broad Town  

Carol Service 6 pm  - ERA 

19th December  
Advent 4 

Bradenstoke 

Communion - 10.30am 
Lyneham  

Communion - 10.30am  

Hilmarton 

Carols around the village and in 
church - 4pm 

24th December 

Christmas Eve  

Bradenstoke 

Midnight Mass - 11.30pm 

Hilmarton 

Midnight Mass - 11.00pm 
Lyneham 

Midnight Mass - 11.30pm 

Tockenham 

Carol Service - 6pm  

 

25th Dec 

(Saturday) 

 

Clyffe Pypard  

Communion 10.30am 

Broad Town  

Communion - 10.30am 

 

26th December 

St Stephen 

Online Service probably Zoom   

 

Please don't hesitate to contact the Rector Revd Rachma Abbott by phone or 
email if you wish to do so: reverendrachma@gmail.com - phone number 01793 
731134. 
 

The Benefice group for parents, carers and their babies and toddlers has now 
restarted in Lyneham. This is held fortnightly on a Tuesday morning between 
9.00 and 10.45. As well as the usual toys, story, music, company and 
refreshments, themed activities include sensory play for babies, arts and craft 
activities and imaginative, exploratory play activities for toddlers and 

youngsters. We have two sessions left before Christmas on 30th November and 14th 
December. 
Families from the whole Benefice are very welcome, no need to book.  
For more information or queries please contact Mandy Cook 01793 853504 or 07798801681  

mailto:reverendrachma@gmail.com
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Village magazine 

We want to say once again how grateful we are to Sarah Still for all the work 
she has done over very many years to compile this magazine and get it printed 
and out to the people who pre-Covid delivered it to each house. Thank you 
Sarah! If you feel it is something you could take on, albeit these days in an 
electronic format, please contact Pauline Arnold 01793 854157, Mandy Cook 
01793 853504, or Diana Kirby 01793 853861 

Coffee mornings 

The next coffee morning will be in the village hall on Tuesday 7 December, 
10.30 am to 12 noon. Everyone is most welcome, and it's a great chance to 
meet some neighbours and relax for a while. 

VILLAGE HALL EVENTS 

➢ Well, what a very successful night we had on Saturday – when more 

than 40 villagers and friends came to the Hall to enjoy “Quiz and Chips”. 

Many thanks to Kris and Jane for setting a very challenging quiz, to the 

Lyneham Chippy for supplying wonderful fish and chips and to John and 

team for keeping the beer and wine flowing! This is certainly an event 

that we will be repeating! 

➢ Our next event will be held on Saturday 11th December when there will 

be a Cheese and Wine evening – to include a Christmas Draw with lovely 

goodies to be won. Tickets will be £3 per person (more details to follow 

by email) – and raffle tickets are 50p each or £2.50 per book. These can 

be purchased at the bar on the night or beforehand - or from any 

Committee Member. 

➢ Christmas Eve – the bar will be open for a short time after the Carol 

Service. 

➢ New Year’s Eve – dress in your finery to see the New Year in with 

neighbours and friends. No taxis required! More details to follow soon.  
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